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sentations on the Board of Overseers, who saw a
better state of things for their beloved alma mater
only through the complete breaking-up of the
clerical domination of the past, and the bringing of
the University, in all its educational provisions,
into line with the conditions of modern culture
and social development. These representatives of
university reform naturally sought a candidate for
President among professional educators rather than
among clergymen.

In December and January this Harvard Presi-
dential canvass appears to have been in a sort of
tentative stage of crystallization around two can-
didates, the Reverend Andrew P. Peabody, D.D.,
the candidate of the conservative party, and Pro-
fessor Ephraim W. Gurney, the candidate of the
reform party.

At the height of the discussion James Russell
Lowell and E. L. Godkin, the editor of the "New
York Nation," asked Fiske for a trenchant article
for the "Nation," on the situation at Harvard,
with special reference to advancing the candidacy
of Professor Gurney. Fiske wrote the article, which
was published as an editorial in the "Nation"
of December 31,1868, under the title of " The Pres-
idency of Harvard College." It was an admir-
able article, well balanced against both toryism
and radicalism, and holding even scales for rational
reform.

In view of what took place a short time after,
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